[Visceral granulomas and pericardial effusion caused by a Bartonella henselae infection].
A 57 year-old woman was seen after a three-week period of upper abdominal pain, nausea, fever, headache and exertional dyspnoea. Laboratory examination showed an elevated ESR and serum gamma-GT activity. The chest X-ray showed cardiomegaly resulting from a pericardial effusion as was demonstrated by echocardiography. An abdominal CT-scan disclosed multiple hypodense lesions in the liver and spleen and lymphadenopathy along the hepatoduodenal ligament. Liver biopsy showed a necrotising granulomatous hepatitis. A recent infection with Bartonella, presumably B. henselae, was demonstrated serologically. The patient was treated with clarithromycin and recovered.